Japanese knotweed ‘will plague the
capital’ after record warm winter

Lizzie Edmonds

LONDONERS were today warned to
prepare for a “surge” in destructive
Japanese knotweed after the wettest
and warmest winter on record.

The feared weed, which usually
appears around May, has already been
spotted sprouting across the capital.

Described by the Environment Ag-
ency as “the UK’s most aggressive and
destructive invasive plant”, it can dam-
age foundations, grow through patios,
drives and floors, bring down boundary
walls and block drains. It can spread up
to 10cm a day and has been known to
resist poison and fire.

Houses have plummeted in value due
toits presence, and some lenders have
refused to grant mortgages because of
it. Environmental scientist Nic Seal,
founder of knotweed removal firm
Environet, urged people to be “vigi-
lant”, saying: “We have found knot-
weed across London already.

“Normally we’d see it picking up in
late April, May. It’s because we have had
a lot of rain recently and it’s been fairly
warm. It’s not fussy in where it grows
and anyone is at risk. We can expect a
surge across London this year.”

Mr Seal said the banning of pesticide
Tordon — used until it was proved to
damage other plants and trees — may
be a problem: “Tordon is aggressive.

‘DON’T PANIC...l WENT FOR FULL AND IMMEDIATE ERADICATION’
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GLENN COPUS

Action plan: Paul Ryb had knotweed in two spots in his garden

Other chemicals will make knotweed
look dead but won’tkillit. Soin a couple
of years we might see another spike.”
He said he was aware of properties
that had lost 25 per cent of their value
because of the plant, and cases of buy-
ers suing home sellers for not declaring
knotweed on conveyancing formes.
Last December was the warmest on

He sald: “l was

record, with Met Office data showing a
UK average temperature of 7.9C, 4.1C
higher than the long-term average.
Knotweed was introduced in the 19th
century as an ornamental plant but it
is now illegal to spread it. The Govern-
ment has estimated eradication would
cost £1.5 billion. An infestation plagued
Hampstead near the homes of Thierry

PAUL RYB lives in the

ground-floor apartment
of a Highgate house that
has been converted into

The sportsman, 45, who
IS the UK’s No 1 partially
sighted tennis player, has
sole ownership of the

His gardener discovered
knotweed in two spots
there last summer, which
delayed Mr Ryb’s planned
renovation and two-storey
addition to his flat.

concerned when | found
the knotweed since | had
only heard the scare
stories and was worried |

may not be able to do my
extension. The whole
thing was very irritating.
But | would say to others,
‘Don’t panic but make sure
you research the solution
for your needs’.

“I went for full and
Immediate eradication,
though there are slower
paths to take.

“Also make sure you get
a cast-iron guarantee for
the works underwritten by
a rated insurer, not just by
the company doing the
works, since you will need
this both if the problem
reoccurs and for future
property sale.”
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Henry, Tom Conti and Esther Rantzen.
Two years ago Matthew Jones and Sue
Banks demolished their property in
Broxbourne, Hertfordshire, “because
of knotweed”. In 2013 Kenneth McRae,
52, beat his wife Jane to death then
killed himself, leaving a note saying he
was “driven to madness” by knotweed
near their West Midlands home.



