
A u g u s t / S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6  |  s o u t h e a s t b u s i n e s s . c o m

1 2

N e w s

Making accounting 
and taxation plain sailing

Skilful
navigation

Ashford 01233 504954
Cranbrook 01580 714111
Dover 01304 204006
Herne Bay 01227 373271
Maidstone 01622 683627
Sittingbourne 01795 479111

Call your local McCabe Ford Williams 
office for a FREE consultation 

mfw.co.uk
Registered to carry on audit work in the UK and Ireland 
and regulated for a range of investment business 
activities by the Institute of Chartered Accountants  
in England and Wales.

A Surrey company is celebrating two decades helping gardeners to remove a 
weed which threatens to take a stranglehold on the countryside.

Environet UK, which has its headquarters in Woking, has developed a unique 
patented formula to remove Japanese Knotweed and has just started offering an 
indemnity policy to pest-free homes, to cover the cost of removal should it return.

The company was set up in 1996 by environmental scientist Nic Seal, offering 
consultancy to the property sector, especially where the land was contaminated. It 
now employs 14 people at Woking, with a team of sales and operational staff across 
the UK.

Nic explained the origins of the plant, how to recognise it and what to do if you 
spot it: “Japanese knotweed is relatively easy to identify, once you know what to 
look for. Asparagus-type shoots emerge in early March/April, which quickly grow 
into stems with green heart-shaped leaves. The main stems are very bamboo-
like, usually green, with pinkish speckles. The stems are hollow and grow almost 
upright. The leaves grow alternately along the stems, giving a very distinctive zig-zag 
appearance. By summer, these stems are up to three metres high and are covered 
in creamy white fl owers. During the winter, the leaves fall, the canes die back and 
turn brown. Although they remain standing over the winter, the underground rhizome 
system remains alive.”

Nic stressed that it was important to identify the weed throughout the year and 
said Environet specialists were happy to help in any season. Knotweed is particularly 
rampant beside waterways, railways and on brownfi eld sites. It stifl es fl ora and 
fauna and can damage property if allowed to take hold.

Offi cial records show that the weed is now so prevalent in the UK that it features 
within every six-mile square patch of the country – except on the Orkneys. 

 A knotty problem

› Nic Seal among the knotweed. 
Inset: Spraying in progress

Thursday 6 October 
Kent Event Centre, Detling

8.30 am - 4.30 pm  

The largest FREE exhibition and conference for the construction sector

10 Reasons to come to Construction Expo
  1. More networking opportunities – this is the South East’s largest gathering for the 
      construction and related sectors
 
  2. Over 200 exhibitors – all showcasing their services and products
 
  3. Over 600 Free Meet the Buyer appointments with 30 senior purchasing 
      decisions makers 
 
  4. Business Breakfast - with speaker Kevin Bryne, Founder of Checkatrade.com
 
  5. Business Dinner - with speaker Gyles Brandeth
 
  6. Project updates with Paul Spooner, Chief Executive, Ebbsfl eet Development 
      Corporation & London Paramount, CEO, David Testa
 
  7. Join Senior Director’s from Kier Group Plc, Balfour Beatty & Golden Houses 
      Developments Ltd
 
  8. Multiply your customers & sales using the 3 step iMarketing process
 
  9. Incorporate supply chain into your business strategy
 
10. The Grand Designs Eco Arch – hear inspirational, contemporary architect, 
      Richard Hawkes

Book now... 
bookings@kentinvictachamber.co.uk
01732 758530      Text BOOK to 66777
www.constructionexpouk.co.uk
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